CONTENT PROVIDER CASE STUDY

Level 3 Provided an All-Access Pass
to the Democratic National Convention

Organization Profile

The Democratic National
Committee Convention is the presi-
dential nominating convention for
the Democratic Party, and was held
in Denver from August 25-27 at
Pepsi Center and on August 28 at
INVESCO Field at Mile High. Fifty-
thousand participants attended,
including 4,233 delegates and
15,000 media representatives.

The primary goal of the national
convention was to nominate and
confirm a candidate for President
and Vice President, adopt a
comprehensive party platform and
unify the party.

“The Democratic National
Convention picked Level 3 to
be an official provider because
of the company’s experience in
large events. Their experience
in new technologies helped us
really bring down the walls of
the convention.”

— Brook Colangelo,
Director of Technology for
the Democratic National Convention
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Overview
CHALLENGE

The Democratic National Committee (DNC)
and Political Party needed its national
convention and messaging to expand glob-
ally, while extending to a younger audience,
increasing its impact and influence in the
voters’ minds.

SOLUTION

Level 3 provided a single source solution
which delivered High Definition (HD) video
feeds to end users accessing the conven-
tion via their television, personal computers
and wireless devices. Level 3 provided every
point of the DNC's video transport needs:
Vyvx broadcast services, Content Delivery
Network, transport services and video
signal encoding, providing a single source
to distribute the DNC’s critical convention
content.

BENEFITS

Streamed live video in High Definition was
a convention first, and enabled a world-
wide Internet audience to watch convention
events, speakers and meetings. Television
viewers watched HD video from the major
television broadcast networks who received
video signals from the convention floor,
courtesy of Level 3. And it all took place on
the proven and trusted Level 3 network.

The Political Process —
Delivered

The National Convention, held in Denver
during August 2008, needed:

e capacity to stream live convention events
around the world in HD

e to offer traditional broadcast capabili-
ties to the networks (in analog and HD)

¢ online video downloads of convention
events for later viewing

e the ability to cache the demconvention.
com website
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COMMUNICATIONS

Connecting all of these needs required an
end-to-end solution that only Level 3 could
provide from a single source.

A Global Invitation

Political conventions used to be events for
thousands. Now millions can watch the
democratic process unfold through live,
streaming HD content via their PC or other
wireless device. Or, if the viewer chooses,
they can watch recorded and edited video
later at their convenience. The excitement
of the nation’s political process is accessible
to anyone with an Internet connection, and
can take place where, when and how the
viewer decides.

For Broomfield, Colorado-based Level 3, the
chance to be the official content provider
for the Democratic Party in the compa-
ny’s own backyard was an opportunity to
demonstrate its technical capabilities on an
international level. Level 3 has a long history
of supplying broadcasters with services to
cover the U.S. political landscape, including
ten years of State of the Union addresses
and past national political conventions with
Level 37T™ Vyvx® services.

Changing the Landscape
of Political Participation

With the rise of online video and other rich
media content, an array of new communi-
cations tools is emerging over the Internet
to offer political candidates new ways to
connect with the public, such as Web-based
debates, blogging commentary and candi-
dates creating social networking sites — all
enhanced with online photos and videos
that can be viewed anytime, anywhere.

Level 3 is enabling these changes in presi-
dential election politics by providing the
underlying telecommunications infrastruc-
ture and services to support greater visual
information distribution, access and interac-
tivity over the Internet.

To learn more about Level 3 Communications
please visit: www.level 3.com.



